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EPA and OSBP Mission
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s

(EPA) mission is to protect human health 

and the environment.

The Office of Small Business Programs 

(OSBP)

 

supports EPA’s mission by fostering 

opportunities for partnerships, contracts, 

subagreements, and grants for small and 

socioeconomically disadvantaged concerns, including 

their advocacy in EPA regulations & compliance.

“Gaining Opportunities by Going Green”
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Benefits to Greening 
a Small Business

Highly marketable within the government acquisition 
process,
Saves money by reducing waste 
and increasing efficiency,
Attracts green consumers,
Attracts motivated employees,
Differentiates your business from competitors,
Provides flexibility in uncertain times,
Demonstrates leadership and commitment
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Legal Basis for Greening Government

Federal government’s legal progression in going green;
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 
Section 6002 (1994)
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act (2002 Farm Bill), 
Section 9002
Energy Policy Act of 2005
Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007
Executive Orders 13514, 13423, 1322, and 13101
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Executive Order 13101

Greening the Government Through 

Waste Prevention, Recycling, and 

Federal Acquisition
Issued September 16, 1998

Requires each executive agency to incorporate waste prevention 
and recycling into daily operations and expand markets for 
recovered materials.
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Executive Order 13423

“Strengthening Federal, Environmental, 

Energy and Transportation Management”

Issued in January 2007

Requires agencies within the acquisition process to set 
environmental conservation goals in the areas of energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, toxics reductions, recycling, 
sustainable buildings and fleets, electronic efficiency 
stewardship, and water conservation.
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Executive Order 13514

Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy, 

and Economic Performance
Issued in October 2009

Expands upon energy reduction and environmental 
performance requirements of EO 13423 by making reductions 
of greenhouse gas emissions a priority of the Federal 
government, and by requiring agencies to develop sustainability 
plans focused on cost-effective projects and programs.
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Green Contract Clause Requirements

Example Requirements;

Provide recycled and recyclable products

Use energy and water efficient products

Develop waste reduction measurements

Utilize green conferencing methods

Provide LEED certifications and/or green 
buildings
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EPA’s Green Purchasing Plan (GPP)

An EPA green initiative that encompasses the 
following Federal Programs:

The Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines 
The BioPreferred Program 
The ENERGY STAR and Federal Energy Management Program 
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program;
Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels Program;
The WaterSense Program;
Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP) Program 
Design for the Environment: DfE Label and Products.
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EPA Voluntary Partnership Programs

Energy Star -
An EPA and DOE joint program to help save 

money and resources through improved energy 

efficiency products and practices.

Keyword: Energy Star Small Business

Climate Leaders –
An EPA industry-government partnership 

that works with companies to develop 

comprehensive climate change strategies. 

Keyword: EPA Climate Leaders
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EPA Voluntary Partnership Programs

WasteWise –
a partnership program that targets
the reduction of municipal solid
Waste and select industrial
wastes. 
Keyword: EPA WasteWise

WaterSense –
a partnership program that makes it
easy for Americans to save water
and protect the environment.
Keyword: EPA WaterSense
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Small Business Resource Guide

EPA’s free, on-line greening 

publication designed

especially for 

small businesses

Assistance in moving 

beyond compliance 

and into 

sustainability
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Smart Steps Highlights

Step by step guidance for a strategic approach to 
greening

Impact questionnaire worksheets to asses 
environmental regulation compliance and awareness 
of green initiatives

Motivation and vision charts to progress after internal 
assessment
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Smart Steps Highlights cont…

Focus on different opportunities to conserve and save on 
precious resources

Waste
Water
Energy
Purchasing

Encourage participation in EPA voluntary programs for 
industry and business
Environmental statistics and case studies
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Case Studies

Real

Businesses

Real 

Green 

Savings
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In Closing….

Questions?

Paula Zampieri
EPA, Office of Small Business Programs

Asbestos and Small Business Ombudsman’s Team

202-566-2496

zampieri.paula@epa.gov
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